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	INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODES


Enrolled           Sponsor(s) (____________)           BOMA Florida’s Position: 
          Sponsor(s) (____________)           Final Results:

Similar bills:    Sponsor(s) (____________)           Effected Date:


BACKGROUND:
The State of Florida has led the nation in adopting a uniform state wide building code based on the national model code.  In 2001, the first edition of the Florida Building Code (FBC) was derived from the former Standard Building Code.  More recently, the 2004 edition and the upcoming 2007 edition of the FBC are both based on the latest International Building Codes.   Florida has been on the forefront of building code development in the nation.

RECENT ACTIVITY:
Although Florida has followed the International Building Codes, it has modified them with Florida-specific requirements.  Florida’s tropical climate with Hurricanes and sunshine together with energy and environmental issues have factored into these modifications.  Other interests also have proposed changes, some based on increased product placements over benefits.  Florida has also adopted NFPA 101 and NFPA 1 as the State Fire Codes.   Coordination of FBC issues to integrate these Fire Codes occurs on a continuing basis.  Local and County amendments to the FBC are also monitored and given consideration.

BOMA’S POSITION:
BOMA Florida supports the adoption and implementation of the FBC along with the use of the International Codes.  Future Energy and Environmental issues must be integrated into the building code for the built environment, as a means of achieving more consistent and more reasonable regulation of the commercial real estate industry. 

Action Requested           The Building Management Industry is represented as one of the 23 positions on the FBC Commission, which drafts the building code.  This position is currently held by a BOMA Florida member.  BOMA Florida members should aggressively monitor FBC activities and become actively involved in their efforts to update codes.  It is important that this position on the Commission continue to be held by a BOMA Florida member.  Florida specific modifications of the building codes should be limited to prudent choices which benefit the most with the least costs.
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